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OSPAR 10/23/1-E, Annex 29
OSPAR Recommendation 2010/7 on furthering the protection and restoration of the Orange Roughy (Hoplostethus atlanticus) in the OSPAR Maritime Area

Preamble

RECALLING Article 2(1) of the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North East Atlantic (‘the OSPAR Convention’),

RECALLING Annex V to the OSPAR Convention on the protection and conservation of the ecosystems and biological diversity of the maritime area, and in particular its Article 3(1)(b)(ii), which makes it a duty of the OSPAR Commission to develop means, consistent with international law, for instituting protective, conservation, restorative or precautionary measures related to specific areas or sites or related to specific species or habitats,
RECALLING Article 4 of Annex V, which provides that no programme or measure concerning a question relating to the management of fisheries shall be adopted under that Annex, while recognising that where the OSPAR Commission considers that action related to the management of fisheries  is desirable, it shall draw that question to the attention of the competent international authorities,
RECALLING the OSPAR List of Threatened and/or Declining Species and Habitats (OSPAR Agreement 2008-6), in which the orange roughy is listed as a species occurring in the OSPAR Regions I and V and is categorised as a species under threat and/or in decline in the OSPAR Regions where it occurs, 
NOTING that the species is very threatened by deepwater fisheries and is considered by ICES as highly vulnerable in terms of its biological traits, such as extreme longevity and late maturity, and exposure to targeted fishing practices,

NOTING the OSPAR Case Report and OSPAR Background Document on orange roughy published on the OSPAR website, as well as the outcome of the OSPAR Workshop on defining actions and measures for the OSPAR List of threatened and/or declining species and habitats, held in Paris from 14 to 16 October 2009,

ACKNOWLEDGING that the North-East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC) is implementing UNGA Resolution 61/105 from 2006 on the protection of vulnerable marine ecosystems and species by adopting several bottom fisheries area closures, 

ACKNOWLEDGING that EU legislation, namely Council Regulation (EC) No 2270/2004 and 1359/2008, sets up and maintains closed areas for the protection of vulnerable aggregations of orange roughy and that the catch will be prohibited in the waters of EU member states during 2010.

The Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic RECOMMEND:

1. 
Definitions

For the purposes of this Recommendation:
“Orange roughy” means the species Hoplostethus atlanticus
2.
Purpose and scope

2.1.
The purpose of this Recommendation is to strengthen the protection at all life stages of the orange roughy in the OSPAR maritime area.
3.
Programmes and measures
3.1
Each Contracting Party should:

a.
consider the introduction of national legislation to protect the orange roughy in all its life stages;
b.
improve funding for deep-sea research;
c.
facilitate and improve research on the life history, biology and stock discrimination of orange roughy and trend data on populations and distribution;
d.
consider and, where appropriate, undertake information campaigns about the identification, conservation and legal status of the orange roughy, particularly targeting commercial and recreational fishermen and fisheries observers. These campaigns should include requests for reporting observations and incidental catches of the orange roughy, including information about size and condition of the fish, location and date, in order to reveal areas where the species still occurs;
3.2
Acting collectively within the framework of the OSPAR Commission, Contracting Parties should:
a.
regularly review the progress of recovery of orange roughy by assessing the status based on monitoring and fisheries survey information, as well as assessments made by ICES, and bring this to the attention of the Contracting Parties;
b.
coordinate with fisheries research and funding agencies to establish a long-term deep-water fisheries and ecosystem monitoring programme that will be able to track the potential recovery of  deep-water fish populations under threat and decline, as well as ecosystem changes;
c.
consider the introduction of and where necessary introduce the orange roughy as a protected species under European and international biodiversity conventions;
d.
in accordance with Annex V of the OSPAR Convention, encourage authorities competent for fisheries management:
(i)
to take appropriate measures in accordance with ICES and STECF advice;
(ii)
to minimise and closely monitor any by-catch in mixed fisheries.
4
Entry into Force

4.1
This Recommendation has effect from 24 September 2010
5.
Implementation reports

5.1
Contracting Parties should report by 31 December 2013 and every six years thereafter on the implementation of this measure. When reporting on implementation, the format as set out in Appendix 1 should be used as far as possible. 













Appendix 1

Format for implementation reports concerning OSPAR Recommendation 2010/7 on furthering the protection and restoration of the Orange Roughy (Hoplostethus atlanticus) in the OSPAR Maritime Area

(Note: In accordance with Section 5 of this Recommendation, this format should be used as far as possible in implementation reports)

I.
Implementation Report on Compliance

	Country:
	


	Reservation applies:
	yes/no*


	Is measure applicable in your country ?
	yes/no*


If not applicable, then state why not. 

Means of Implementation:

	by legislation
	by administrative action
	by negotiated agreement

	yes/no*
	yes/no*
	yes/no*


Please provide information on:

a.
specific measures taken to give effect to this measure;

b.
any special difficulties encountered, such as practical or legal problems, in the implementation of this measure;

c.
any reasons for not having fully implemented this measure should be spelt out clearly and plans for full implementation should be reported.

� 	Reservation by Denmark on behalf of Greenland and the Faroe Islands.


*	Delete whichever is not appropriate.
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