PARCOM Recommendation 81/2 on the Production, Collection, Regeneration and Disposal of Waste Oils

(Source: PARCOM III/10/1, paras 3.5-3.8)

3.5
Some delegations had difficulties in agreeing to a requirement to introduce a recording system covering all establishments producing, collecting and/or disposing of at least 500 litres of oil per annum. The Commission nevertheless recognised that those Contracting Parties which were also EEC Member States already had such an obligation under Directive 75/439/EEC (Official Journal L 194, 25 July 1975) and decided to recommend:

(i)
that those countries which do not already have such a system should consider requiring that any establishment producing, collecting and/or disposing of at least 500 litres of waste oils per annum should keep a record of the quantity, quality, origin and location of such oils and of their dates of despatch and receipt. This information can then be conveyed to the competent authorities on request;

(ii)
that publicity campaigns to highlight the hazards of disposing of waste oils in a manner injurious to the environment and providing advice on where they might be disposed of satisfactorily would be valuable;

(iii)
that more reception facilities should be provided by the authorities responsible for waste disposal in each country, catering in particular for the needs of the do-it-yourself motorist.

3.6
The Commission agreed that Contracting Parties should report back to the Oil Working Group before the end of 1981 on the implementation of (i) - (iii) above.

3.7
Concerning the regeneration of used oils, the Commission decided that those countries which do not already operate such a system should be recommended to introduce a permit system for undertaking disposing of used oils, as is already required by Council Directive 75/439/EEC for those countries which are members of the EEC.

3.8
The Commission also agreed that used oils should be disposed of via the following methods wherever possible:

(i)
re-use by the producers of waste oils in less demanding conditions (e.g. used high quality lubricating oils being retained on site and used as lower quality lubricants);

(ii)
re-generation by modern techniques (e.g. hydro-finishing, ultra-filtration and adsorption on to a regenerable polymer);

(iii)
incineration with energy recovery and proper exhaust gas treatment.

